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this study explores the reception history of the lord s prayer in the ghanaian context
after presenting the current state of research in the lord s prayer from an exegetical
perspective this book discusses a wide field of hermeneutical approaches such as
inculturation biblical hermeneutics mother tongue biblical hermeneutics african feminist
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biblical  hermeneutics  liberation  biblical  hermeneutics  and  post  colonial  biblical
hermeneutics taking the discussions of these approaches together it was realised that
the general hermeneutical setting in ghana and africa as whole is reader centred i e the
readers  play  an  active  role  in  the  hermeneutical  process  and  the  results  of  the
hermeneutical process are aimed at the readers contexts and the transformation of
those contexts

in sub saharan africa over the last  two decades there has been an explosion of
christianity this book sets out to identify its particular character focusing on a particular
place greater accra the capital of ghana paul gifford examines a wide range of accra s
new churches giving priority to mega churches every dimension discourse theological
vision worship rituals music media involvement use of the bible conventions finances
clientele is analysed gifford argues that this christianity is not otherworldly its emphasis
is on success achievement wealth here and now yet within this general orientation
there  is  diversity  at  one end of  the  spectrum are  churches  that  building  on  the
traditional  religious  imagination  see  demonic  forces  everywhere  blocking  personal
success in the churches the key factor is the special man of god who is understood to
have the anointing to conquer these forces to reverse the curse that is holding the
believer back at the other end is a strain of this new christianity that discounts spiritual
forces and sees victory resulting from the believer s own education and skills and from
transforming culture the book also joins the debate over the role of this christianity in
modernizing economic and political structures it sets the scene by describing ghana s
political and economic situation in the decades when these churches were proliferating
and outlines the current debate on the reasons for africa s economic plight it is argued
that although focusing on success and wealth can provide motivation in circumstances
where it is so easy to despair the pervasive emphasis on miracles militates against any
natural fostering of a new work ethic as for their political role some churches are easily
co opted others challenge the government but for spiritual reasons that provide little
incentive to grapple with issues of governance by contrast gifford finds one important
church encouraging change of the entire political culture no other book has set forth the
complex nature of africa s new christianity with such clarity or offered such a searching
analysis of its power to tackle africa s predicament

this  volume comprehensively  examines  all  texts  dealing  with  social  justice  in  the
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prophecy of amos it also provides evidence of contemporary systemic social injustice
the volume then reflects on how biblical social justice is relevant to the contemporary
quest for social justice this volume demonstrates that irrespective of the hermeneutical
challenges the principles gleaned from the pages of the hebrew bible can dialogue
effectively with modern issues and deduce living principles that could enable us to deal
with issues that confront us today it is thus a framework by which biblical social justice
illuminates the contemporary quest for social justice

prosperity theology the belief that financial and physical well being is god s will for his
followers has become prevalent in modern day christianity for christians looking to
better understand how it is affecting the life and growth of the church around the world
this book is an accessible and practical resource evaluating the prosperity theology
movement from a biblical and evangelical perspective the authors encourage readers
to think critically about the ways in which the theology we follow can lead toward or
away from the kingdom of god prosperity theology and the gospel is in four parts the
first part turns our attention to god s word and looks at what the bible says about the
issue of prosperity part 2 looks at the issue from different perspectives be it historical
ethical or sociological part 3 considers the impact of prosperity theology in different
regions of the world through several  case studies part  4 proposes how we might
respond to some of the challenges we have identified and what could be a way forward
for  us  all  each  chapter  is  followed  by  ideas  for  further  thought  and  discussion
contributors  include femi  adeleye christopher  wright  joel  tejedo valdir  and maicon
steuernagel and many others

gifford knows his subject totally has vast and wide ranging sympathy for his subjects
though without being uncritical and explores these themes with admirable intelligence
this book is simply the best thing out there philip jenkins gifford s is an uncompromising
hard nosed study n o one can again look at the subject without at least a respectful
nod in his direction lamin sanneh in ghana s new christianity paul gifford considers the
explosion of christianity in sub saharan africa by focusing on one place greater accra
ghana gifford examines every dimension of these new churches and mega churches
including their discourse theological vision worship rituals music media involvement use
of the bible finances and clientele ghana s new christianity sets religious devotion into
ghana s political and economic situation and focuses on how fervent belief in success
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and wealth in the here and now can provide motivation to change in circumstances
where it is so easy to despair no other book brings forth the complex nature of africa s
new christianity with such clarity or offers such a searching analysis of its power to
tackle africa s predicament

together with a list of auxiliary and cooperating societies their officers and other data

the ghana student edition bible was created with the blessing and oversight of the late
president and former first lady of ghana american believers have helped to place over
600 000 bibles in the hands of students in every high school in the land your purchase
continues  to  support  bible  distribution  in  ghana there  are  approximately  100 000
ghanaians in america as well as the millions who are part of the african diaspora who
would enjoy the ghana student bible as a gift

over the centuries christians from all cultures and walks of life have responded with
generosity to jesus command to make disciples of all nations this book helps readers
find vignettes of twenty two episcopal missionaries who have helped spread the gospel
around the globe each story is introduced with an narrative passage from the bible
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